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BOLD MOVE
Colour pops for 

room makeovers



The raked ceiling dips down 
towards the inner courtyard edge to 
ensure the interior is shaded in 
summer, and lifts up towards the 
outer edge to frame a view of the 
distant forest reserve. Everywhere, 
views are carefully managed. 

“In the old house, we couldn’t see
the kids,” Dave says. “With the new 
extension, anywhere you are, in the 
living area or courtyard, you know 
where they are. 

“If we are in the kitchen or working
or cooking at the barbecue, the kids 

A garden oasis that is visible and 
accessible from the living room is the 
kind of suburban nirvana most only 
dream of. 

For owners Dave and Cath, it 
became a reality when they extended 
their post-war cottage at Morningside 
and created a patch of lawn at the 
heart of their home. 

Architects Jade Myers and William
Ellyett devised the plan, arranging 
new living rooms around a protected 
inner courtyard. 

“For us, the project is a really good
example of what can be done to a 
small cottage, and how best to extend 
it,” Jade says. 

“We made the front of the house
private (rooms) and the (rear) 
extension embraces the backyard. In 
that one strategic move, the whole 
property was converted.”

Central to the seemingly simple 
idea was establishing a long room 
stretching from the cottage to the 
back fence and orienting it to catch 
the northern sun. 

The room screens the southern 
boundary from visual intrusion while 
positioning new kitchen, dining and 
living spaces beside the lawn. 

Large sliding wall panels open the
slender room to nature, breezes 
and sunlight. 

A sun-catching courtyard from house to back fence 
defines this southside home, writes Michelle Bailey

Take me to
the oasis
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charcoal hues giving depth to the 
otherwise white rooms. With the 
garden at the edge of the lounge room 
and the low, angled rays of winter sun 
creeping inside, there are few reasons 
to ever leave. 

“We used to drag all the couches
up to the hill and sit and have a drink.

“Now we can comfortably occupy
each corner of the site from inside,” 
Dave says. 

“Probably one of our favourite 
parts of the project is that moment 
when you come out of the old house 
and you see the courtyard and the 
view opens up to the sky.”

Architect: Myers Ellyett Architecture,
ph: 3876 6040, myersellyett.com.au
Builder: PJL Projects, Peter Leftwich, 
ph: 0422 588 960
Photographs: Cathy Schusler

can be in the pool and we can 
see them.”

The open-plan kitchen, dining and
living room are also designed for 
family: the kitchen work top and dining 
table are one continuous surface. 

“The idea of merging the dining 
table and kitchen bench came about 
because Dave and Cath realised that 
with their busy lives, a separate dining 
table didn’t really make much sense,” 
Jade says. 

“We thought we could combine 
activities into one surface so that 
studying or cooking could happen as 
part of a family conversation.” 

Robust materials such as concrete,
timber and marble were chosen to suit 
family use as much as aesthetics. 

The muted material palette brings
focus to the lush green lawn and 
dazzling blue of sky and pool, with 
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